
A Burger A Beer & A 
Side of  Science 

Ben R. Wiehe
WGBH Educational Foundation

Randall H. Landsberg

Kavli Institute for Cosmological Physics and 
Department of Astronomy & Astrophysics 
University of Chicago

Ryan J. Wyatt

California Academy of Sciences

Michael S. Turner
Kavli Institute for Cosmological Physics and 
Department of Astronomy & Astrophysics 
University of Chicago

Presented at AAS/ASP ST. Louis 2008 
1



Goals & Agenda
Goals - Inform & Help You To Participate

Agenda:

• Brief Introduction to Science Cafés

• Case Study I - Traditional (Randy, Chicago)

- BREAK OUT SESSION (Venue) 

• Case Study II -  In the Process (Ryan, San Francisco)

- BREAK OUT SESSION (Promotional Plan)

• Case Study III - Speakerʼs perspective (Mike, Chicago)

-  BREAK OUT SESSION (Inclusive Conversation)

• Case Study IV - WGBH/Nova Science Now (Ben, Boston)
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What is Café 
Scientifique?

“Café scientifique is a place where for the price 
of a cup of coffee or a glass of wine, anyone 
can come to explore the latest ideas in science 
and technology.  Meetings have taken place in 
cafes, bars, restaurants and even theaters, but 
always outside a traditional academic context”
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Formula = Informal
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A Chicago Story
Café Scientifique

Randy Landsberg

Director of Education & outreach 
Kavli Institute of Cosmological Physics (KICP)

Director of Public Outreach 
Department of Astronomy & Astrophysics

randy@oddjob.uchicago.edu
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History & Motivation

2006 In the Air 
• E&O Community
• NY Times Article 2/21/06

- “Science for the masses (You want fries with that?)

Beta Test Café (renegade) 3/06

“KICP” Café Motivation
• To Engage the broader public audience in the 

excitement of current research
• To improve the communications skills of the scientists
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@
Chicago Café 

Location  

>200 Unique Brands w/26 On Tap               Pub Provides Dinner
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Chicago Format 
Brief (15-20 min) Intro to Topic
• Everyone on the Same Page
• Limited Visual Aids

Break (readjust, recharge)

Question & Answers (~90min)

Moderator 
• Sets Tone
• Introduces Speaker
• Guidelines for the Evening
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Chicago Cafés 
Quarterly
• Plans for Burst Mode (special occasions e.g. IYA)

Advertising:  Flyers & E-media

Mix of Topics (Emphasis on Cosmology)

Past Cafés:
• Beta Test Café  “Why is the Past Different from the Future:  

Cosmological Perspectives on the Nature of TIme”  Sean Carroll 
(4/26/06)

• “Icy Eye on the Infant Universe: Tales from an Antarctic Cosmologist”  
Jeff MacMahon (9/18 /07)

• “Global Warming” David Archer (1/10/07)
• “Measuring the Big Bang: Still Confused After All These Years” 

Stephan Meyer (3/28/07)
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Chicago Cafés 

Past Cafés(Continued):
• “Is is the Genes or Just the Jeans: Biology of Gender”  Mark Osadjan 

(6/18/07)
• “ How Flying Snakes Fly a.k.a. Functional Morphology & 

Biomechanics” Jake Socha (10/29/07)
• “ The Biggest Map in the Universe: Superlative Mapping at the Bottom 

of the Globe” Clem Pryke (12/17/07)
• “ Bombs & Brains:Examining Traumatic Brain Injury from the War in Iraq” 

Melina Hale (3/10/08)

• NeXT  “The Dark Side:  from Dark Energy and Dark Matter to 
Washington and Science Policy” Michael S. Turner (6/16/08)

10



Reactions/Survey

Overwhelmingly 
Positive
Attendance 50-70 
people/Café
Majority Non-
Scientists (75%)
100% Want More 
Cafés
385 Registered for 
the Café Email List

Beer + intellectual stimulation 
= fun 
Openness to questions
Casual approach
Informal yet not absurdly 
dumbed down
Learning about Dark Energy 
and how it works in the 
universe
I love coming to these – I 
am in administration at the 
art school and like to hear 
the different perspective
PLEASE DO THIS MORE 

Likes:
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Reactions/Media 

#34

Add Time out Chicago
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Break out session - I

Choosing a Venue
Recorder/Reporter

Lists of Desired Attributes

List of Potential Places

10 Min
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Ryan Wyatt 
In the Process
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exhibits

rainforest

aquarium

planetarium

new building for an institution with a 154–year history
collections include 20 million specimens

“explore, explain, and protect the natural world” 
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science cafés

lectures

exhibit interpretation

media

breaking news

“Third Thursdays”
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Break out session - II

Promotional Plans
Group Exercise

Suggest Topics 

Discuss Ways to draw a diverse 
Crowd for an Event

Framing Topics

Promotional Outlets

10 Min
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Michael S. Turner
Speaker’s 

Perspective
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Break out Session - III

Fostering 
Conversation

Strategies for drawing people 
into the dialogue

10 Min
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Ben Wiehe
Boston Case Study
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OK, OK, a scientist walks into a bar…
                                                   …is this serious?

Demographics:   42% between 18 and 34;   54% female

After a café:
83% discuss café topics with family, friends, or colleagues
81% recommend the café to others
71% stay more up-to-date with cutting edge science in general
66% read a newspaper article about the cafe topic

Not just the attendees:
38% of scientists believed that presenting at a science café 
changed how they think about discussing their work with a 
general audience.
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Anyone thirsty?

Text

The End
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